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MESSAGE FROM DON DUNSTAN. 
During the next three years the Y.L.A. will have a 
major task on its hands. It is possibly one of the most 
important tasks any party organization will have during this 
period, and it is one which can only be effectively done by the 
Y.L.A. 
What is needed is this: the Y.L.A. has to become the 
most dynamic political youth organization in the State - an 
organization capable of contacting and impressing the new group 
of voters who will be enfranchised when our Age of Majority Bill 
is passed and the voting age is lowered to 18. 
At the moment I understand that the membership of the 
Y.L.A. is between 350 and 400, which shows a significant falling 
away of the support it once commanded. And so what is necessary 
is a major drive for new members and branches, and a range of 
activities that makes it not only the most politically informed 
group of younger voters in the State, but also the most lively 
group in its entertainments. 
The Y.L.A.'s participation in the last State Conference 
was impressive and important, but the party also needs its help 
in fund-raising as well as the strength that would come from a 
greatly enlarged Y.L.A. membership. The impact being made by 
the Young Liberals - even though a large proportion of their 
16,000 odd membership is merely socially orientated - is quite 
considerable, and I think we can expect that they will make a 
major effort to maximise the youth vote during the next three 
years. 
I don't for a moment think they'll succeed. In 
South Australia young people and voters know that the Labor 
Party is the party of young ideas - and our opponents spend 
a great deal of their time simply trying to catch up with us. 
But nevertheless we should as a party be able to display our 
support from young voters through a major party organization 
dedicated to the promotion of social democratic ideas and 
values. This is what the Y.L.A. is capable of being - a 
really major political and social group within the overall 
party structure. The organizational work needed to make it 
so will be quite considerable, but I believe that it can be 
done and should be done as soon as possible. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
